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BOAO FORUM FOR ASIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [10.03 am]: 
I travelled recently to the Hainan province in China to represent the Western Australian government at the Boao Forum 
for Asia Annual Conference. Jointly initiated by 29 countries and inaugurated in 2001, the Boao Forum for Asia 
is the premier forum for Asian economies and emerging markets. The forum brings together heads of state and 
government, ministers, heads of international organisations, CEOs, economists and journalists from Asia and 
beyond. The Boao Forum provides a unique opportunity to discuss issues relevant to Western Australia and the 
region at the highest level with Asian and global leaders across politics, business and academia. China is 
Western Australia’s largest market for merchandise exports, accounting for 47 per cent of the state’s exports in 
2017–18—close to $62 billion worth. As our largest market for agricultural and food exports, China accounted for 
22 per cent of agricultural exports in 2016–17, valued at $1.89 billion. 

The visit was an opportunity to confirm the importance with which the Western Australian government holds its 
largest trading partner, particularly given the challenges in the relationship at a national level. The visit provided 
the opportunity to highlight the state’s export capabilities in agriculture, renewable hydrogen and tech metals. 
Fortescue Metals Group has been a long-term partner of the Boao Forum and I would like to thank its chairman, 
Mr Andrew Forrest, and CEO, Ms Liz Gaines, for the invitation to attend. I would also like to acknowledge the 
support provided by the FMG team and the Western Australian trade office in Shanghai. 
I table a brief report on the trip. 
[See paper 2620.] 
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